
On the way to the Arms Trade Treaty: 3rd negotiating 
round.  

For those who followed the posts of the 2nd preparatory session of the Conference for a 
global treaty to regulate arms trade (there were four, this is the last in Catalan), here we 
are again: now in the 3rd preparatory session.  

What can we highlight of the beginning of this third negotiating round? Here are some 
things I think relevant:  

. Although many aspects of the 1st and 2nd sessions are still completely open, (the scope 
of the type of arms to be included in the treaty; the profile of the trade activities that 
must be included, etc.) in this session implementation aspects will be addressed (how 
the countries must concrete in their legislations the disposals assumed in the Treaty).  

. There is more people from NGO and the Control Arms campaign than in the last two 
preparatory meetings: near 140. This means that there is more attention by civil society, 
more consciousness that a crucial moment is approaching and more interest in the 
culmination of the process.  

. The positions remain as they were: EU, Costa Rica, Mexico and several African 
countries are for a more ambitious treaty; USA, China, Russia, Pakistan, etc. are the 
more reluctant. However, they have increased the consideration to the ATT and, in 
some cases, the intellectual level. They are still against it but with more respect and 
more analytical acuteness.  

. The Spanish delegation has a too low profile, not referred to the representatives that 
have come here, all of them very valid, but for the people missing. There is no 
representative of the Foreign Affairs Ministry, where the subject has been followed.  

. Precariousness in UUNN site is increasing: there is the same hall (big room in a sort of 
big hut) for more delegates so the pressure on chairs and space is important.  

. If humor and irony is always welcomed in life, in the middle of the diplomatic 
meetings, long and dense, even more! So, thanks to the diplomats that knows how to a 
scratch a smile

  


